
HOW TO SELECT TORFLEX AXLES

1. How to Determine the Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW)
W hen building  a trailer, the total Gros s  V ehicle W eig ht (GV W ) mus t 
be determ ined in order to  s elect the rig ht axle or axles  for the 
application. GV W  includes  the weig ht of the empty  trailer and the 
weig ht of the intended carg o. (Example: 2 ,0 0 0  lb. empty  trailer 
weig ht +  8 ,0 0 0  lbs . carg o =  GV W  of 1 0 ,0 0 0  .)

2. How Many Axles
A fter determ ining  the GV W ; the number and capacity  of the axles  
mus t be s elected. For example, if you want 1 0 ,0 0 0  lb. GV W  and 
want tandem axles , the m inimum required capacity  is  6 ,0 0 0  lb. per 
axle.

3. Brakes
Firs t, determ ine if you want brakes  on each axle. Mos t s tates  
require by  law that at leas t one axle has  brakes . Many  s tates  require  
that all axles  have brakes . To determine how many  brakes  are 
neces s ary  in a prov ince, contact the local Department of Motor 
V ehicles . S econd, determ ine what type of brake you prefer. Choose 
from Electric, Hydraulic S ing le-S erve or Hydraulic Duo-S erve.

4. What is the Length of the Axle
Of the s everal ways  and indus try  terms  to  des cribe this  procedure, 
the mos t popular term is  " Hub Face"  which is  the measurement 
from the base of the wheel s tud to  the base of the wheel s tud on 
the oppos ite end of the axle

5. Which Bolt Pattern
The Bolt Pattern of the axles  can vary  depending  on the capacity  of 
the axle. The Bolt Pattern als o  determ ines  what type tire and wheel 
can be used. If there is  a s pecific tire and wheel you would like to  
us e, please relay  that information s o  we can help you to  determine 
the proper bolt pattern and axle.
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6. What is the Outside Frame Dimension
S ince the mounting  brackets  of the Torflex axles  mount directly  to  
the frame of your trailer, it is  neces s ary  to  know the outs ide frame 
measurement in order to  ins tall them on the axle correctly .

7. How to Determine the Trailing Arm Starting Angle
The s tarting  ang le is  the pos ition of the s pindle in reference to  the 
trailer frame. In order to  make it s impler to  s elect the s tarting  ang le 
for your Torflex axle, consult the tables  which appear at the bottom 
of each Torflex axle pag e.
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